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LIVE Board Meeting Minutes
July 26, 2001
Brunker Hall Vineyard

Attending: Dan Kent, Al MacDonald, Eric Brasher, Annie Connelly, Teresa Soler, and Elizabeth Brunker 

Call to Order:  Al MacDonald called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m.

Review of previous meeting minutes: Annie motioned to approve minutes, motion approved

Financial report:  Al briefly reviewed the financial report, and updated everyone on the current status of the finances, grants and other information.  Review of the budget, where we stand, and what LIVE needs. WAB money is primarily for inspections and has not been approved for second half

President’s Statement:  Al spoke with Pat Dudley and Susan Sokol Blosser, they want to be involved with the marketing efforts of the program. Certification programs are difficult due to the amount of paperwork and record keeping.  Pat and Al will call a meeting with key growers to see what the real interest is in the program or in general sustainable agriculture.  Annie mentioned the idea of a sliding scale for fees for vineyards and wineries.  LIVE will keep applying for grants but needs a plan for self-sufficiency.    Annie also brought up the idea that perhaps LIVE should charge for certification of wines, not just the grapes. The vineyards don’t benefit from the sale of the end product.  If we get the major wineries to have their growers support the program it will bring in more participants.

Inspection Review: Al reviewed the IOBC guidelines regarding inspection procedures.  LIVE needs to have trained certifiers.    

Salmon Safe Update:  Dan had a Wild Oats promotion at natural stores, roughly a dozen stores where Salmon Safe and Live wines were promoted.  Stores saw immediate results in sales.  Good promotional campaigns. They are launching urban salmon safe programs, certifying parks.  Promotion people are asking for LIVE wines.  Dan spoke of east coast distributors wanting to promote sustainable products; Al said to perhaps go through OWA.  Salmon Safe is in the process of revising their standards, they’ve hired a person to review them and make improvements.  A goal is to harmonize the two programs.   Salmon Safe has put their own certifications on hold until their new guidelines are finished.  New developments will have standards completed later this year.  The City of Portland is funding the urban project, they have a lot of support. Salmon Safe is working with the world wildlife fund in collaborative effort down in southern Oregon, LIVE has several vineyards in Southern Oregon.   Salmon Safe has formed a board of directors and will be forming an advisory board, they are also doing a huge amount of fundraising.  Bridge funding for two years to grow the organization and then fee based expansions.   Looking at expanding the urban program to private parties.  Possibly offering consulting services and opening consulting arm.  

Marketing plan-Al and Pat Dudley will be calling a meeting of Oregon wineries. 
Membership report -Teresa informed the board of the membership status. 40 Participants, 33 certified but 9 certified members haven’t renewed for the current year.

Wine database-LIVE has 11 wines approved.  This list is up and running on the web site with links to the wineries themselves.

Establishing a technical committee-Al wants to establish a technical committee to review new products for usage.  Toxicity levels, etc…Expert panel of some kind.

Any other business   Plan on meeting again soon due to low attendance.

Meeting adjourned at 8: 09 p.m.
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