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LIVE Board Meeting Minutes 

August 7th, 2008, 9am-11pm


Pepper Bridge Winery, Walla Walla, WA

Attending Board: Betty O’Brien (Chair), Ted Casteel (Vice Chair/Secretary), Stirling Fox, Jason Tosch, Ed Fus, Chris Banek, Al MacDonald
Board Not Attending: Allen Holstein (Treasurer)

Attending Guests: Jean Francois Pellet (Vinea), Patty Skinkis (OSU), Clive Kaiser (OSU), Kevin Corliss (Chateau Ste Michelle)
Attending Staff: Chris Serra (Program Manager)
Call to Order: Betty O’Brien called meeting to order at 9:00am
Betty O’Brien asked that the guests introduce themselves around the table.
Minute Approval: Betty O’Brien read revisions to conference call minutes from July 11th, 2008.  Betty O’Brien motioned to approve minutes from July conference call and June board meeting.  Jason Tosch seconded.  Motion unanimously approved.
Reports: Chris Serra presented regular reports
Membership Report:  New members have been joining in large numbers over the previous two months, and have joined past the stated deadline for open enrollment (paying at 2009 rates).  There have been 33 new enrollments in 2008 at a total of 2312 acres.  The current total membership stands at 178 with 7254 vineyard acres enrolled.  Betty O’Brien congratulated the board on all of the success for 2008 as a result of the hard work of the members over the past 10 years.
Financial Report: LIVE was projecting a budget deficit of $5488 for 2008 as recently as April, but has since turned a corner due to aggressive recruiting of new members.  Currently, there is a projected budget surplus of $7650 for 2008.  This number does not include projections that include winery certification revenue. Stirling Fox recommended separating the books once revenue is realized from winery certifications.   Chris Serra fielded questions from the board about revenue and expenses.  Al MacDonald reiterated a request for an expense line item of an audit of the books.  Al then spoke about Chemeketa’s plan to expand the Viticulture Center and that LIVE office space will be available.
Chris Banek requested that the winery and vineyard technical committee reports be switched as he had another meeting to attend.
Vineyard Certification Technical Committee Report:  Jason Tosch presented the Vineyard Certification Technical Committee report.  Discussion focused on the meeting from the night before.  Jean Francois Pellet expressed the need for improved communication between the Walla Walla and Willamette Valley Technical Committees.  Jason said that certain chemicals that were taken off the pesticide list in 2007 should be reinstated as soon as possible pending the review by the Walla Walla technical committee.
Jason proposed a January 21st 10am joint technical committee meeting at the Northwest Viticulture Center in Salem to discuss 2009 chemistries and that a January 14th meeting to discuss the inspectors’ reports should be attended by a Vinea representative.  

Chris Banek explained that Vinea will be recruiting a paid employee to deal with the administrative load of Vinea.  

Jason Tosch, Clive Kaiser, and Patty Skinkis agreed that the pesticide list needs improving and revising.  Clive passed around charts with all registered pesticides in Oregon and explained that there is a model that is being developed that may be of use to LIVE for developing a more comprehensive strategy for adopting chemistries.
Jason stated that he had contacted Bayer for more information about Movento for Phylloxera.  Al MacDonald stated that there were studies that showed low efficacy of the chemical for that disease.  Jason explained that members wishing to use Movento would have to use the variant process and would disqualify the sprayed blocks from certification.

Chris Banek excused himself to attend another meeting.

Kevin Corliss asked about guidelines for forming a technical committee.  Jason Tosch explained that there should be a cross-section of industry, extension service, and researchers.  Al MacDonald said that Salmon-Safe should be contacted and that ODA (or equivalent) should be represented. 
Winery Certification Technical Committee Report:  Ed Fus gave the Winery Certification Technical Committee report.  The agenda and outcomes of the last committee meeting were discussed, including potassium sorbate inclusion on the yellow list of enology chemicals, reporting and compliance requirements, and recruitment progress.  
The sensory requirements for wine certification were discussed extensively, and it was decided to recommend to the committee to only require objective criteria, and that the sensory requirements are eliminated.
Betty O’Brien informed the board that the dues structure from a previous conference call had not been recorded, and that there should be a motion to recognize this decision.  Betty then explained the fee structure for the winery certification: $500 for annual dues, $100 application fee (waived for 2008), sliding scale inspection fee of $600/$900/$1200, and a logo royalty of $.01/bottle (waived for 2008).  Ted Casteel motioned to accept this dues structure.  Ed Fus seconded this motion.  Motion unanimously approved.
Betty O’Brien set the next board meeting for November 6th, 2008 at 10am at the Northwest Viticulture Center in Salem.
Adjournment: Betty O’Brien adjourned the meeting at 11:05am.
