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LIVE Board Meeting Minutes
February 27, 2006    11:00 – 12:55 p.m.
Northwest Viticulture Center   

215 Doaks Ferry Road Salem, Oregon 

Attending board:  Stirling Fox (President), Matt Compton (Secretary), Al MacDonald, Brant Dutton, & Allen Holstein (Treasurer) (Absent Board: Luisa Ponzi & Ted Casteel)
Attending staff: Teresa Soler, Executive Secretary

Attending guests: Dan Kent, Salmon Safe

Call to order: Stirling called this meeting to order at 11:06 a.m.

Minute approval: Matt motioned to approve minutes, Brant seconded, and minutes were unanimously approved.
Financial report & annual budget approval: There was discussion regarding OWB grants.  Stirling will request a meeting with the OWB and LIVE will present a proposal.  The board reviewed the financial report.  Stirling reported Jim Bernau has donated $25,000 to LIVE. OWB is holding the money, Jim Bernau will deliver letter stating conditions. LIVE will then receive these funds through the OWB.  Allen motioned to approve the budget, stating we expect grant funding.  Matt seconded.  The board unanimously approved.  
Membership report: Teresa gave the board the following membership report: In 2005 LIVE began the year with 55 members and ended the year with 81 members.  For the 2006 season, 17 members have renewed their membership, and 14 new members have joined.  LIVE also has 8 new vineyard memberships pending.  LIVE currently has 44 certified members, with 33 members set to achieve certification in 2006.  LIVE has gained a footing in the Walla Walla region with two new vineyards, and a footing in the Umpqua region with one new vineyard.  

The board discussed the membership report and logistics of possibly integrating VINEA members. 
IOBC Business: Teresa briefed the board on submissions of documents for renewal of annual endorsement and draft SESAME documents.
Salmon Safe Update: Sip for SOLV-promotion of sustainable wines is happening in the month April. During this event, $1.00 per bottle goes to watershed preservation.   Salmon Safe is doing more promotional materials statewide.  SS submitted proposal to Oregon Governors Office to be used for recruiting more vineyards in the Willamette Valley.  

Other Business: 

· Annual meeting 2006 preparation-This is to be held in May, at Willamette Valley Vineyards.  LIVE will have a luncheon featuring certified wines.  Membership training should be the focus of the meeting and will be one of the first agenda items. Will also have a VINEA presentation. 

· Technical discussion-Should LIVE allow the use of GMO’s? The board discussed this item in detail and agreed to adopt IOBC protocol.  This will also be added as a discussion topic at the 2006 Membership Meeting.   The technical committee will also come up with a definition of GMO’s for discussion.

· Sustainable agriculture donation discussion-Discussed Jim Bernau’s donation in the above Financial report.

· Wine certification program discussion- The board expressed wanting to streamline this process.  

· Newsletter-Teresa asked the board to help provide content for the upcoming newsletter.  To be included: Sip for SOLV update, technical update, annual meeting info, & Stirling will give a brief on the presentations.  This newsletter will be completed early to mid April. 

· Wine tasting at the symposium-The board agreed to offer certified wine tasting at the Symposium to be held during the lunch/trade show times.

· Hiring a bookkeeper-Quarterly report on monthly reviews.  Al motioned to hire this person on a month to month basis, up to review after the first quarter, Brant seconded.  Unanimously passed.

· Marketing firm-Ted Farthing offered to help LIVE with marketing free of charge.  Stirling will contact him and ask for ideas as to how he can help.  Ted is starting a region wide marketing committee.  The board discussed possibly hiring someone who can focus on LIVE versus someone who may be too busy to put the focus on LIVE that it requires.

This meeting was adjourned at 12:23 p.m.
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