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LIVE Board Meeting Minutes 

March 4th, 2010, 1-4pm


Northstar Winery, Walla Walla, WA

Attending Board: Ted Casteel (Chair), Jason Tosch (Vice Chair), Allen Holstein (Treasurer), Stirling Fox (Secretary), Betty O’Brien (Chair Emeritus), Ed Fus, Al MacDonald, Kevin Corliss, Don Crank
Attending Guests: Kevin Scribner (Vinea/Salmon-Safe), Jason Magnaghi (Leonetti), Tom Waliser (Waliser), Norm McKibben (Les Collines), Andrea Durbin (OEC), Hannelore Buckenmeyer (OWB via conference), Terry Anthony (via conference), Hester Yorgey (Ecos Consulting via conference)
Attending Staff: Chris Serra (Program Manager)

Call to Order: Ted Casteel called meeting to order at 1:05 pm.
Minute Approval: Ted Casteel motioned to approve minutes from January board meeting as written.  Al MacDonald seconded.  Motion unanimously approved.
Reports: Chris Serra presented regular reports
Membership Report:  Chris presented the membership report and stated that we were on our way to meeting our goal of 20 new vineyard members.  Currently there are 10 new members for the year.  No new wineries have signed up for 2010, in fact, wineries are still being inspected for 2009 certification.  Chris stated that Pepper Bridge is scheduled to become the first winery to be certified in Washington.
Financial Report: Chris presented the financial status of LIVE for the first two months of the year, which was seen as off to a good start.  Receivables for vineyard dues (billed in January) were coming in at an acceptable rate.  Chris stated that LIVE had $10,000 committed to lecture series sponsorship.  
Vineyard Certification Technical Committee:  Jason Tosch presented the technical committee report.  He stated that we reviewed chemistries at our annual summit in The Dalles.  Region II chemistries were adjusted to meet the need for mealybug pressures as well as to give them more options to work with.  
Jason stated that the LIVE Checklist was reviewed over a two-day period in February by a sub-committee, and changes were made that included expanding explanations and compliance instructions, re-wording vague or misleading language, and adjusting requirements to be more regional and realistic.  One item that was added was a green bonus item for reporting non-EPA-registered inputs.  Tom Waliser raised issues with the vagueness of reporting requirements and Jason stated that this would be a bonus item and not required to pass.

Jason spoke about the conference call with RoxyAnn/Foothills vineyard and their desire to purchase Movento® prior to it being discontinued.  LIVE decided to allow it, as the chemistry has been shown to be extremely soft on beneficial insect populations.  

Jason continued on to talk about resolving the variant language confusion, in that members could apply for variants in consecutive years if it was for a different pest on a different part of the vineyard, but it would have to be vetted through the technical committee and a decision would have to be made before allowing it.
Jason finished his report by talking about the interest in the pesticide evaluation system PRiME.

Winery Certification Technical Committee: Ed Fus spoke about the winery certification.  He began by stating that 10 people attended a meeting on February 9th, in which chemical safety was discussed.  It was decided that members should be required to have safety committees and train their employees on using MSDS sheets to determine best practices for their winery. 

Ed then stated that dealing with wastewater was going to be a longer-term issue that would be dealt with on a site-specific basis, as well as through Salmon-Safe’s standards.  

He then spoke about going to a Velcorin training at Dobbes winery, and said that he was much more comfortable with the LIVE decision to allow its use under controlled conditions.

Ed then stated that the quality of the sustainability plans as submitted by the wineries for 2010 were not very thorough although it was seen as a positive first step.  The technical committee will be required to approve the plans annually, but it was seen as unsustainable to require the whole committee to do so, so it was suggested that a sub-committee be formed.  

The next committee meeting will be held on April 1st.

Salmon-Safe/Vinea Update:  Kevin Scribner state that LIVE/Salmon-Safe certified 93% of Vinea’s acreage, which accounts for about 60% of all of Walla Walla.  He then spoke about Jean Francois Pellet’s drive to create a winery technical committee to move forward with winery certifications.  

The Vinea annual meeting is on March 25th.  

Kevin stated the wish for Vinea members to be proactive in addressing new pests and that they see LIVE as the standard bearer for such efforts.

*Andrea Durbin and Norm McKibben arrived at 2:20pm
Board Elections:  After deliberating, the ad hoc sub-committee formed to nominate new board members chose Chad Vargas (Adelsheim) and Bill Hanson (Panther Creek).  Ted Casteel and Betty O’Brien are the two board members who are retiring from the board.
Annual Meeting:  Chris stated that the annual meeting topics would be OSU genetics work of Laurent Deluc as well as Mealybug/Leafroll by Doug Walsh at WSU.

Porter Lombard and Jude Hobbs will be given Founder’s Awards.

Ted Casteel stated that the personnel committee would have to convene to evaluate the program manager in May.

Carbon Neutral:  After a short break, the Carbon Neutral topic was discussed and a conference call convened.  Andrea Durbin of the OEC presented a history of how the project developed and explained the emphasis of the project: measuring emissions, creating a continuous improvement strategy, making the process affordable and accessible, and institutionalizing the checklist.  The specific goal was to have LIVE establish a certification program for this standard.

OEC has developed a turnkey process based on measuring, mitigating, and offsetting emissions.  The offsets would have to be high impact, verifiable, and measurable, according to Andrea.  OEC would lead a technical committee that regularly reviewed the standards.  They would also raise grant funding through two years.

Andrea discussed other aspects of the program and fielded questions and concerns from the board.  She then presented an ideal scenario, where OEC would raise funds, the project would launch in one year, LIVE would hire a full time employee to administer this program.

The board agreed that we should have more discussion before taking a vote.  Ted Casteel asked to convene a special board meeting on March 31st at 10am.  
Adjournment: Ted Casteel adjourned the meeting at 4:15pm
