LIVE Conference Call Minutes

July 11th, 2008
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10am-11:15am


Attending Board: Betty O’Brien (Chair), Allen Holstein (Treasurer), Al MacDonald, Ed Fus, Jason Tosch, Chris Banek, Stirling Fox, Ted Farthing (OWB)

Non-Attending Board: Ted Casteel (Vice Chair/Secretary)
Attending Guest: Hannelore Buckenmeyer (OWB)

Attending Staff: Chris Serra (Program Manager)

Call to Order: Betty O’Brien called the meeting to order at 10:00am.

Ed Fus spoke about Winery Technical Committee formation and initial meeting.  Discussion followed about how to involve more members of the industry and build a committee with the appropriate members.

Stirling Fox recommended holding a workshop for potential recruits to train them on the requirements of winery certification membership.
Betty O’Brien reported that the personnel committee (Al MacDonald, Ted Casteel, and herself) had met with Chris Serra for his initial performance review.  The committee proposed a 10% increase for Chris Serra’s salary in recognition of his excellent work since he was hired in September.  Motion was seconded by Allen Holstein.  Motion was unanimously approved.  

Betty O’Brien noted the Personnel Committee also encourages Chris Serra would also be allowed to take general viticulture and enology courses through Chemeketa as a part of his professional development, at LIVE’s expense.
Betty O’Brien called for a vote on the re-election of Jason Tosch to a two year term.  Motion was seconded by Allen Holstein.  Motion was unanimously approved.

Jason gave a technical committee update, stating that there would be a meeting to discuss chemistries that need to be considered for inclusion on the pesticide list.

Discussion took place about the LIVE Wine Tasting Panel.  Stirling Fox briefed the board about the history of the tasting panel.
Ted Farthing and Hannelore Buckenmeyer expressed concerns that the tasting panel was not independent enough from LIVE to provide assurance of third-party credibility.  Hannelore also spoke of the issue of timing between wine tasting and labeling.  Ed Fus recommended that the panel be replaced by a requirement that wines must be submitted to a third-party laboratory for sensory analysis.  He read a description from the Vinquiry catalogue of such a service that would carry a low cost of $45/per analysis.  The board agreed that this was an adequate solution to the problem and decided to disband the tasting panel in its current form.
Adjournment: Betty O’Brien adjourned the conference call at 11:15 am.

