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LIVE Annual Membership Meeting Minutes 

May 5, 2006, 1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

Willamette Valley Vineyards, Turner, Oregon


Attending Board

Stirling Fox (President)

Al MacDonald 

Allen Holstein (Treasurer)

Brant Dutton 

Ted Casteel

Absent

Matt Compton (Secretary)

Luisa Ponzi

Attending Staff: Teresa Soler, Executive Secretary

Attending LIVE Members: 

Jason Tosch, Bill Wittenberg, Ray Straughan, Bob Esterling, Elizabeth Ogg, Michael Fowler, Dick O’Brien, Betty O’Brien, Rob Clarke, Ivan Wells, Martha Wells, Luis Martinez, Paul Simonds, Efren Loeza, Miguel Loeza, Steve Girard, Tom Owen, Dan Chapel, Nancy Chapel, Peter Gladhart, Norbert Fiebig, Trudy Kramer, Jim Mackay, Forrest Klafke, Arpad Walker, Jim Bernau, and many others.

Guests:

Ted Farthing (OWB), Stefany Boettner (OWB), Jude Hobbs (Agro-Ecology Northwest), Rich Lorelli (Wooldrige Cellars), Dan Kent (Salmon Safe), Kara Olmo (Wooldrige Creek Winery), Rebecca Sweet (Corridor Agricultural Consulting), Kerry Newberry, Kevin Chambers (OWB), & Allen Campbell (OVID).

Call to Order: 
Stirling Fox called this meeting to order at 1:17 p.m.

Nomination & Election of Board Members

Allen Holstein nominated Ted Casteel, Stirling Fox nominated Betty O’Brien.  Both unanimously elected.  
LIVE Membership Training 
Al MacDonald gave the membership an explanation of IOBC and EUREPGAP.  He informed the group of the requirements in Europe to produce certified fruit or it would not sell in the market place.  Al MacDonald also reviewed a technical PowerPoint presentation describing how the scorecard for 2007 will be different from LIVE’s current scorecard. A question was raised on pesticide reporting, and if LIVE would be able to provide that service for the members.  Al MacDonald responded that this was possible, LIVE would charge a fee.

· Action Item- LIVE will not Allow the use of GMO’s as Defined 
Al MacDonald reviewed GMO information, IOBC allows for GMO’s on a case by case basis.  Al MacDonald opened the issue of GMO’s up for discussion, Kevin Chambers mentioned that Cornell is working on disease resistant GMO’s; he suggested the LIVE technical committee address it further.  

Paul Simonds motioned LIVE not allow GMO’s now or in the future.  Michael Fowler seconded.  Jim Bernau moved to table the motion until the 2007 annual meeting or when LIVE has more information.  Ivan Wells seconded.  Motion unanimously approved.

Minute Approval

Ted Casteel motioned to accept the minutes from the 2005 membership meeting as written. Al MacDonald seconded. Motion unanimously approved. 

Financial Report
Allen Holstein presented the financial information to the membership.  There was brief discussion regarding grant opportunities.  Stirling Fox reviewed Steve Girard’s donation for $1,500 and Jim Bernau’s donation of $35,000.  
· Jim Bernau Donation

Stirling Fox thanked Jim Bernau for his generous donation.  Jim Bernau reminded the membership of what LIVE has done with little money from the programs inception; he further informed the group of how sustainability is sweeping the nation.  Stirling Fox and Jim Bernau will be meeting with the governor on May 11th to discuss LIVE and sustainability.      
Membership Report
Brant Dutton reviewed the membership and vineyard acres through graphs and slides via PowerPoint and highlighted a steady growth in membership of roughly 50% per year.  

· LIVE Presentations

Stirling Fox reviewed some of his experiences over the last year at industry related meetings.  

Organizational Affiliation Model Presentation & Discussion
Stirling Fox briefed the membership on Vinea (a Walla Walla organization seeking LIVE certification for its members) stating they are very progressive and their region is rapidly growing.  Vinea approached LIVE for IOBC certification.  Vinea’s members are already farming using sustainable practices and meet LIVE guidelines.  Vinea is committed to being long term LIVE members.  Stirling Fox presented the affiliation model the LIVE board developed: 
· 5 year minimum contract 

· $5,000 one time affiliation fee, to be paid in two payments over two years

· Seeking organization joins on behalf of their growers for the rate of $5.00 per vineyard acre, per year

· Seeking organization covers all affiliation legal fees 

· Seeking organization to use LIVE’s appointed inspector for first two years minimum, after that the inspector is to be approved by LIVE

· Inspection fees are $300 per vineyard, per year, for the first two years or until certification is achieved.  After the first two years mandatory inspections, certified vineyards will be inspected once every three years

· LIVE reserves the right to a random annual inspection of any certified vineyard

· Seeking organization agrees to assemble a technical committee to develop their own scorecards and documents to be submitted to LIVE for approval prior to use
· Seeking organization agrees to pay technical development fees for development of scorecard, if assistance is needed

· Seeking organization is to provide annual copies of all vineyard records each year by November 31st

· LIVE reserves the right to organizational audit at any time, with a minimum of every two years (same as IOBC requires)

· Seeking organization promotes LIVE
Allen Holstein mentioned Walla Walla is a different climate.  He would like to see Vinea join as an organization and other subsequent organizations join as a group, due to different climates and the need for different technical guidelines.  Peter Gladhart expressed he felt LIVE should charge affiliation fees because LIVE is a valuable asset.  Stirling Fox stated Vinea plans on joining the LIVE program for the 2006 growing season.

· Action Item- Membership Vote on Acceptance of Model
Stirling Fox called for a motion to vote on the acceptance of this affiliation model. Jim Mackay motioned to accept the affiliation model as presented.  Ivan Wells seconded. Motion unanimously approved.  
Salmon Safe Update
Dan Kent stated that Oregon wine is a flagship Salmon-Safe product and Salmon Safe has a certification partnership with LIVE. He told the members of a new grant from Oregon Governor’s Environmental Fund which has the goal of recruiting 50 new LIVE/Salmon Safe vineyards in Willamette Valley.  Dan Kent also highlighted Sip for SOLV, a retail event promoting Salmon Safe in about 40 retail stores, seeking a 20% sales increase for producers.  Salmon Safe is currently advertising through bus sides, billboards and is beginning a campaign featuring NIKE.  
Wine Certification Program
Stirling Fox spoke about the current LIVE wine certification program.  The LIVE board is hoping to adopt the organic standards for purity.  

· Action Item- Lowering Wine Content to 97% Certified Fruit, to Match Organic Standards
The group discussed how this change would help wineries submit wines for LIVE certification.  Jude Hobbs asked what sort of tracking system was in place to ensure this.  Stirling Fox responded that wine tracking is already federally required and wineries already have to keep records on content.  Dan Kent mentioned Salmon Safe has always required 97% certified fruit for wines to carry the Salmon Safe logo.  Ted Casteel motioned to set the standard for certified fruit percentage in wine to 97% with a 5 year sunset clause. This will be reviewed on or before May 5th, 2011.  Allen Holstein seconded. Motion unanimously approved.  

Brant Dutton motioned that all wines created henceforth will be permitted to be 97% certified fruit.  Allen Holstein seconded. Motion unanimously approved.  
· Action Item- Change Wine Certification Program to Submit Wines to TTB Approved Independent Lab and Forgo Winery Involvement
Ted Casteel reviewed the wine program, its history, and what the requirements currently are. Ted Casteel agreed the tasting panel concept has never worked effectively but does feel it is important to test for flaws, although flaws have seldom been found.  There was further discussion about the timing issue of the tasting panel and label printing difficulties.  What LIVE is proposing is to suspend requirements for wine tasting panel approval, but keep lab analysis as is.  Members voiced concerns about possibly bad wine labeled LIVE in the marketplace.  

Stirling Fox motioned LIVE continue the chemical analysis at the time the wine is bottled but suspend the tasting requirement prior to wine being bottled, wineries will still be required to send in a sample bottle to the panel for tasting. Jason Tosch seconded.  Motion unanimously approved.  

Submission of all wines is required for wine certification program, but certification is not contingent on panel results but fruit content and lab analysis.  If the wine is contains flaws LIVE will contact the winery for follow up.  

Adjournment

Stirling Fox adjourned this meeting at 4:09 p.m.
PAGE  
1

